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dencies before serious attention was given to the predominant
place which occupation of land holds in the economy of non-
industrialized countries. The special relationship of backward
people to their land was not understood until the researches of
anthropologists in recent times established its supreme impor-
tance. It was not until then that the recognition of native rights
in land became part of British colonial policy. Meanwhile, a great
deal of injustice had been done, and so far little effort has been
made to repair it.

Historical

To understand the causes of this injustice, one must make
a brief historical retrospect.

The earlier commissions granted in the Middle Ages by
Popes and Princes to navigators and discoverers, charged them
**to conquer, subdue and reduce to perpetual servitude pagans
and other enemies of Christ and to occupy and possess their
lands." The right to do this was vigorously debated by jurists
and theologians over a long period, and resulted- in a persistent
preponderance of juristic opinion in favour of the proposition
that lands in the possession of any backward people who are
politically organized ought to be regarded as belonging to them,
and not liable to seizure by a nation which acquired sovereignty
over such people. This principle was followed by the English,
Dutch and Swedes during the earliest period of the colonization
of the New World. Friendly North American Indians were
protected in possession of the lands they occupied and were
considered as owning them by a perpetual right of possession.
The tribes inhabited the land, not as by the right of individuals
located on particular spots, but as common property from genera-
tion to generation. But as European colonization spread, and the
demand for land and labour grew, human ingenuity worked to
satisfy that demand.

Methods of acquiring Native Lands

Two principal methods were evolved by which the indigenous